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SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTIONFY 2020- 2021 Program Brief

REDUCING YOUTH ACCESS TO TOBACCO and VAPING LIVINGSTON COUNTY

Karen Bergbower & Associates (KBA) works with local schools, coalitions, and the Michigan State Police to educate tobacco retailers about the Michigan Youth Tobacco Act, reduce youth access to tobacco, and conduct tobacco compliance checks. 

Michigan Department of Education, Michigan Profile for Healthy Youth, High School Survey, 2015-16, 2017-18
Unfortunately, Livingston County was unable to complete the 2019-2020 MiPHY, so we do not have updated numbers to share with the community. 
Tobacco Compliance Checks SYNAR and Non-SYNAR

“The federal Synar Amendment requires states to have laws in place prohibiting the sale and distribution of tobacco products to person under 18 years-of-age and to enforce those laws effectively. Annual Synar checks, required by the amendment, show that great strides have been made the reduction in retailer violations of the law and youth access to tobacco products in Michigan.”
*Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

During 2020-2021,

128 retailers
received vendor education by phone.
 100% of retailers
were in compliance with the Youth Tobacco Act.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Due to COVID we were unable to do face-to-face vendor education. Instead, we called all the tobacco retailers in the area to check in with them and to remind them that you now need to be 21 years old to purchase any tobacco products. 
We were also unable to do non-Synar (law enforcement) checks. However, when we conducted our Synar checks, most of our retailers did not sell to our decoys. The retailers that failed their check will receive additional vendor education to ensure they don’t fail again. 
We are hoping that in the upcoming year we can get back to a somewhat “normal” schedule and meet with our retailers face-to-face. 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY YOUTH TOBACCO USE

2015-2016	
PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO SMOKED CIGARETTES DURING THE PAST 30 DAYS	AMONG HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO SMOKED RECENTLY, THE PERCENTAGE WHO USUALLY GOT THEIR OWN CIGARETTES BY BUYING THEM IN A STORE OR GAS STATION DURING THE PAST 30 DAYS.	PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO USED AN ELECTRONIC VAPOR PRODUCT DURING THE PAST 30 DAYS	7.5	13.2	21.6	2017- 2018	
PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO SMOKED CIGARETTES DURING THE PAST 30 DAYS	AMONG HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO SMOKED RECENTLY, THE PERCENTAGE WHO USUALLY GOT THEIR OWN CIGARETTES BY BUYING THEM IN A STORE OR GAS STATION DURING THE PAST 30 DAYS.	PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO USED AN ELECTRONIC VAPOR PRODUCT DURING THE PAST 30 DAYS	4.5	9.1999999999999993	28	


image1.png
Southeast Michigan




image2.jpg
Karen Bergbower & Associates
“Working Together for Health and Well-Being”





